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Of the Septenary Division of Time, and the Sabbath. 
[From the Rev. J. Townsend’s Character of Moses.} 


HE presumption that all nations are derived, as recorded 

by Moses, from one common ancestur, is confirmed 
by the prevalence of the septenary division of time in distant 
countries, and by the reverence in which the seventh day has 
been held from the most remote antiquity. This division and 
this reverence have been traced in Persia, Indostan, Tartary, 
Japan, Peru, and Chili, as well asin every part of Europe ; and, 
if we may credit M. de Gebelin, they existed formerly in 
China, where the seventh was called the great day. 

Yet no physical cause can be assigned why these distince- 
tions should have obtained ; why attention should have been 
paid to one day more than to the rest; or why this preference 
should have been given to the seventh day. The consequence 
naturally flowing from these premises appears to be, that such 
attention originated iv a positive command. ‘This precisely is 
what I shall immediately proceed to state, and then the pre- 
sumption will be strengthened, that the custom in question was 
derived by tradition from the family, which gave birth to all 
the rest. 
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The Jewish historian has informed us, that when the Al. 
mighty had brought bis works of creation to perfection, he 
sanctified the seventh day; and from this declaration, compared 
with the subsequent conduct of the faithful, even vefore the pro- 
mulgation of a special law upon that subject, as recorded in 
the books of Genesis and Exodus, we may collect, that from 
the foundation of the world, this day was appointed as a day 
of rest, io which, by sacred solemnities, the human race 
might constantly preserve the knowledge of their Creator. And 
itis probable, that’ as long as men continued to revere the 
sabbath, so long they retained this knowledge ; but that, neglect- 
ing the religious duties of the day, they finally apostatized 
from God. 

That the septenary division of time, with the planetary dis- 
tinction of days, goes back to the most remote antiquity, is not 
only to be learnt from Hesiod, Homer, and Herodotus, but 
may be demoustrated by its present existence in every quarter 
of the globe, among savage hordes as well as in the most 
enlightened nations ; because whatever customs are universal, 
and yet not founded in nature, must be traced backwards tw 
common ancestry, and to the first ages of the world. 

The Gotiie days of the week, and those of the Hindoos, are 
not only dedicated to the same luminaries, but revolve in 
the same order. ‘These, according to Sir W. Jones, are, | 
Rave, the sun ; 2, Soma, the moon; 3, Mangala, Tuisco; 4, 
Biudda, Woden ; 5, Urihaspati, ‘Thor; 6, Sucra, Freya ; 7, 
Sani, Sater.” Indeed all ortentalists agree, that ig the most an- 
¢ient Sanserit book-:, the days of the weck ave nawed from the 
samme planets, to which they were assigned by the Greeks and 
Romans. Let us, however, see what has been advanced by 
Various writers on the subject. 

Dion Cassius, speaking of the Jewish sabbath by the appella- 
lion of Saturn's day, delivers it as his opinion, that the practice 
of denominativug days from the seven planets ; that is, for 
thus he explains hinnself, from the sun, moon, Mars, Mer- 
tury, Jupiter, Veure, and Saturn, was derived from Egypt, 
aud from thence diifused among all nations. This practice, 


, 


however, he con-idered as of Jate invention. But that he was 
mistaken in this point appears fiom multiplied authorities, 
for Justin Martyr, who wrote long before Dion Cassius, says 
Jistinctly tu the emperor, “ Weassemble on Sunday, because 
it was the day on whieh God put an end to darkness, and 
trom chaos tormed the world. On_ this day also Jesus Christ 
our Saviour arose triumphant from the dead. From the day 
preceding Saturo’s day they crucified him, and on Sunday 
@e appeared to his disciples.” 


— 


Had Dion Cassius becn sut- 
ficicatly couvctsaut with the works of the most ancicyt poets, 
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he might have recollected, that Homer has represented Saturn 
as presiding over the seveuth day. 

That the religious observance of this day is equally ancient 
with the septenary division of time, is rendered probable 
by their having been unitedly diffused among the scattered ni- 
tions of the earth. ‘The expression of the seventh, a sacred 
day—-was familiar to the pen of Hesiod, the most venerable 
of the Grecian poets. And Tertullian, in his Apology, re- 
minds the Gentiles of their sabbaths or festivals observed on 

Saturdays. But, prior to this, Josephus ventured to affirm, 
“There is no city, whether Grecian or Barbarian, there ts no 
nation, which does not rest on the seventh day.” This affirma- 
tion perfectly agrees with what had been stated many years 
before by Philo Judeus ; that the seventlr day was a festival, 
not to oue city or one country, but to all; and he therelore 
calls itthe universal festival. 

Such testimonies are suflicient of themselves to prove the 
universality of the practice in question ; but they do not stand 
slone, nor are we constraincd to seck evidence merely trom 
the friends of revelation: for we may appeal to Lucian, who 
fiourished in the scecond century, and who informs us, in bis 
Pseudologista, that children at school were exempted from study 
on the seventh day. This day Suctonius calls asabbath. Dio- 
genes grammaticus disputare sabbatis Rhodi solitus, venientem, 
ut se exvtra ordinem audiret, non admiserat; ac per serculam 
suum in septimum diem distulerat, The same noiion of 
sanctity, which appears in Elesiod, and in our sacred code, 
is conveyed by Tibullas, a poet of the Augustan age, wheu he 
speaks of the day sacred to Saturn.—dut omnia dira Saturn 
sacra me tenuisse die. 

Vestiges of the reverence in which the seventh day was held, 
ire to be observed in nations which have had no direct com- 
munication with either the Christians or the Jews; but no 
where do we more distinctly trace them than among the 
tribes which compose the Birman empire: tor Mr. Symes in- 
forms us, that their month is divided into four weeks, of seven 
days exch; and thus the cighth day of the increasing 
moon, the full moon, the eighth day of the decreasing moon, 
with the last day of the moon, are relig iously observed as 
sacred festivals, in which no pub lic business is trausacted, 
mercantile dealings are suspended, and handicraft ts ‘torbidden. 
Even among wandering hordes of ‘Tartary we find attention 
paid to the seventh day above the rest ; and the ‘lghonvaches 
in particular are noticed by Professor Pallas, for their observa- 
tion of the sabbath. F 

From all that I have said on this subject we may venture to 
conclude, that the nee from the begivuing sanctified 
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the seveuth day; and that in this instance also, as in the preced- 
ing, the veracity of Moses stands unimpeached. 


~——ee a nee a ene 


A SERIES OF NAVAL BULLETINS, 





INSCRIBED TO BUONAPARTE. 
BY LIEUTENANT D. O'BRIEN, R. N. 
[Continued from Page 984.] 


(1807.) Shall not attempt describing the fortress of La 

Grosse Tete; to giveaminutedetail of its streagth, 
souterrains, &¢c. would fill a volume: therefore, 1 shall only 
observe, that it is reckoved the strongest fortificaiion in France, 
is built on the summit of au immense rock, out of which all 
its subterraneous caves are hollowed—has three ramparts, Ist 
from 90 to 100 feet high; 2d, from 40 to 50; and the third 
trom 25 to 80: redoubts, entrenchments, X&c. innumerable. 
[i appeared a moral impossibility to escape from it, and [ was 
filled with despair on beholding its works. Being now arrived 
at the dungeon [ was to inhabit, my handcutis, Xc. were 
taken off, and I was shewn in to the deserters, who had been 
taken to some other quarter. [ found a Mr. Worth, midship- 
nan, and a Captain Brine (merchant service), here: the latter 
was one of those who came from Verdun with me. They 
were placed ov a door, which they had managed to unhinge, 
and lay es a platturm, to keep them out of excrement aud 
wet, which. was more than ancle deep: they had a litile straw 
and a blanket. They informed me they had beea companions 
of the unfortunate E——l, in the late attempt to get over the 
ramparts—were six in namber—broke out of their cave—had 
arope made of sheets, and were on the pointof lowering them- 
selves down, when they were discovered, and the alarm given, 
which made them all clap on the rope together, that was only 
strong cnongh to lower one at atime, or two at most: the 
rope broke! one was dashed to pieces, and the others, except 
themselves, so severely mangled and bruised, that lithe hopes 
were at first entertained of their recovery. However, they 
were improving fasi, and they expected them in the dungeon 
in afew days, as they were certain of being punished the 
moment the surgeon reported them well enough: they had at 
least to remain thirty one days in this hornuble place. ht was 
about filty steps under ground—the most dark and intreate 
passages lead from at to the gaoler’s house, who has the watch- 
jog and supertntending of the prisoners, ia conjunction with a 
wuard. { had not been more than half an hour in this dismal 
ubode, when a gend’arme, came and desired le nouveau arrivé 
to 
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to follow him. I now imagined it was to liberate me (that is 
to say, from this dungeou), and place me with my companions, 
Messis. A. and T. in one of the caves; which was deemed a 
kind of indulgence—having a bed and fire allowed in the ljat- 
ter; but was oreatly i in error, 

I followed my guide through all the before mentioned 
passages, and at last arrived at the gaoler’s house; where I 
«as accosted in the following words by a man who wore a lea- 
ther cap and frock coat. “ You, Sir, are the persoa wlio has 
given us so much trouble; and has been the cause of the 
gend’armes having been transported to the galleys.”—- Not 
tomy knowledge.”—* You are, Sir, and, merit th e greatest 
severity that can beinflicted.” This induced we to request to 
be informed what be meant? “ I mean, Sir,” revociferated he e, 
“ that you deseive the severest punishment, for not resting 
quiet with your guards, and fur being accessary to the punish- 
ment of them,”—I replied, “ Lwas conscious | bad only done 
ny duty, in endeavouring to escape fron siavery, tyranny, and 
oppression, and every other cruelty that could be invented 
Shewed him the pene lL then had on my wrisis and diffe rent 
parts of my body; 3; expressing very warmly ( at the same tim: ) 
my detestation of a country that could countenance such treat- 
ment.” Pray,” said he, “ do you know who you are thus 
accosting?’—* L really do not.”- Then, Sir, | would have 
you to know, that | am eatin over all the prisouers cou- 
fined in this fort; that | have very great power invested in 
ine, and could place vou in a moment where you would never 
be seen or heard of. Ds, replied, “ That [ was not aware he 
was commandant—had not the smallest doubt with regard to 
his power—was far from having a wish to give him the smallest 
offeuce—was entirely in bis power—he could therefore act.by 
me as he thought proper.” He listened with great attention; 
became quite soft and mild; was extremely sorry; but could 
not avoid punisiung me. He accordingly ordered me to be 
conducted back to ihe dungeon I had just left. My compa- 
nions procared me something to eat, and [absolutely teli happy 
falthough in so miserable a place) at being with my countrys 
men: aod [had voting now to fear, but th guillotine, or 
slavery ia the galieys. Auother consolation! Thus, my, mind 
being alittle at case, and my spirits somewhat recruited, | 


“ 


gathered together a few of ihe se ttered straws, laid myselt 
down on part of my comrades (in. adversity) platform, and 
fell fast asleep. When «I awoke it was well advanced in the 
night; my companions procured a tinder box and candle by 


some means; we struc k a licht. they were xnxious to heara 
parto! my misfortanes, which f indulged them with, and heard 


in return a part of theirs. 


There 
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There’were three livres of my moncy still remaining; with 
this, we procured a little spirits from the gaoler, through bri- 
bers; which was extremely necessary, the effluvia being very 
strong and offensive ; nearly as much so as in the last dungeon 
J wasin with the Corsican deserters. We had recourse also to 
smoaking tobacco, which counteracted in a great degree the 
effect of the unpleasant smell. 

[ conld not help remarking to my comrades, my astonish- 
ment at the strength and security of this dungeon! It surpassed 
every thing I had ever seed; and it appeared wonderful how 
men could construct such places for their fellow creatures. 

ft was some time the next day before we could procure any 
thing to recruit mature; although the gaoler’s name, La Roche, 
was re-echoed a thousand times over, from the bottom of ou: 
cell, We were nearly exhausted (having taken it by turns to 
eall out), when this fellow came to the bars of a sinal! hole 
that admitted air; and after soliciting, and praying, we pre- 
vailed on him to procure us some refreshments, which lie 
passed through the triple bars of the hole, not being entrusted 
with the key of the door, and which we very eagerly devoured. 


(To be continued.) 





Stons of Changes of Weather. 


2 is difficult to explain clearly, and with precision, how 
modifications in the atmosphere, and vapours, and exbala- 
tions affect animals, and prodace changes in their bodies, sigce 
we are not acquainted with the curious organization of their 
must delicate parts; but we can observe, and perceive the pro- 
gress and general consequences of these phenomena, as well 
as of those by which they are produced. 

The following are the common and familiar signs exhibited 
by animals which indicate changes of the weather, and which 
are not so much taken from the agricultural poet who first col- 
lected them, as from common observation. 

t. When the bats remain longer than usual abroad from 
their holes, fly about in great numbers and to greater distance 
than common, it is a sign that the following day will be warm 
and serene; butif they enter the houses, and send forth loud 
and repeated cries, rain may be expected to follow. 

2. If the owl is heard to scream during bad weather, it an- 
nounces that it will become fine. 

3. The croaking of crows in the morning indicates fine wea- 
ther, 


14. When 
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4. When the raven croaks three or four times, extending 
his wings, and shaking the leaves, it is a sign of serene wea- 
ther. 

5. It is an indication of rain and stormy weather when 
ducks and geese fly backwards and forwards; when they 
plunge frequently into the water, or begin to send forth crics 
and to fly about. 

6 If the bees do not remove to a great distance from their 
hives, it announces rain; if they return to their.bives before 
the usual time, it may be concluded that the rain will sooa 
fall. 

7. If pigeons return slowly to the pigeon-house, it indicates 
that the succeding day will be rainy. 

$. Itisasign of rain or wind wien the sparrows chirp a great 
deal, and make a noise to each other to assemble. 

9. When fowls and chickens roll in the sand more than 
usual, it announces rain; the case is the same when the cocks 
crow in the evening, or at uncommon hours. 

10. Peacocks, which cry during the night, have a presenta- 
tion of pain. 

11. It is believed to be a sign of bad weather, when the 
swallows fly in such a manner as to brush the sarface of 
the water, and to touch it frequently with their wings and 
breast. 

12. The weather is about to become cloudy, and to change 
for the worse, when the flies sting and become more trouble- 
some than usual. 

13. When the gnats collect themselves before the setting of 
the sun, and form a sort of vortex in the shape of a column, 
it announces fine weather. 

14. When sea fowl and other aquatic birds retire to the snore 
or marshes, it indigates a change of weather and a sudden 
storin. 

15. If the cranes fly exceedingly high, in silence and ranged 
in good order, it is a sign of approaching fine weather; but if 
they fly in disorder and immediately return with cries, it an~ 
nounces wind. 

16, When the porpoises sport and take frequent leaps, the 
sea being tranguil and calm, it denotes that the wind will blow 
from that quarter from which they proceed. 

17. If the frogs croak more than usual: if the toads issue 
from their holes in the evening in great numbers; if the earth- 
worms come from the earth, and if the ants remove their eggs 
trom the small hills; if the moles throw up the earth more 
than common; if the asses frequently shake and agitate their 
ears; if the hogs shake and spoil the stalks of coro; if the 
bats send forth cries and fly into the houses; if the dogs roll 
on the ground and scratch up the earth with their fore-feet; if 
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the cows look towards ihe heavens and turn up their nostrils as 
if catching some smell; if the oxen lick their fore-feet; and if 
oxen and dogs lie on their right side, all these are sigus which 
announce rain. 

18. The case is the same when animals crowd together, 

19. When goats and sheep are more obstiaate agd mire de- 
sirous to crop ileir pastures, and seem to quit them with reluct- 
ance, and when the birds return slowly to their nests, raid may 
soon be expected. 


OTHER SIGNS WHICH ANNOUNCE CHANGES. 


1. If the flame of a lamp crackles or flares, it indicate rainy 
weatlier. 

2. The case is the same when the soot detaches itself from 
the chimgey and falls down. 

S. It isa sign of raivwhen the soot collected around pots or 
kettles takes fire in, the form of small points like grains of 
millet; because this phenomenon denotes that the air is cold 
apd moist. 

4. If the coals seem fwtter than usual, or if the flame is 
more agitated, though the weather be calin at the time, it in- 
dicates wind, 

5. When the flame barns steadily, and proceeds straight up- 
wards, itis a sign of fine weather. 

6. If the sound of bells is heard at a great distance, it is a 
sign of wind or of a change of weather. 

7. The hollow sound of forests, the murmuring noise of the 
waves of the sea, their foaming, and green and black colyur, 
announce a storm. 

8. When the spiders’ webs and: the leaves of trees are agi- 
tated. without any sensible wind, it is a sign of wind and per- 
haps rain; because it denotes that strong exhalations rise from 
the earth. 

9. These signs are less equivocal when the dry leaves and 
chaif are agitated in a vortex, and raised into the air, 

10. A frequent change of wind, accompanied with an agi- 
tation of the clouds, denotes a sudden storm. 

11. A want, or too great a quantity of dew, being a mark of 
a strong evaporation, announces rain; the case is the same 
with thick, white, hoar frost, which is only dew congealed. 

12. ‘The winds which begin to blow in the day time, are 
much stronger, and endure longer than these which begin to 
biow ia the night. 

18. Whatever kind of weather takes place in the night, it is 
hoetin general of very long duration; and, for the most part, 
wind 15 more uncommon inthe night than in the day ume, 
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Fine weather in the night, with scattered cloads, does not 
Just. 

4, A Venetian proverb says, that a sadden storm from the 
north does not last three days. 

to. The hoar frost, which is first occasioned by the east 
wind, indicates that the cold will continue a long time, as was 
the case In 1770. 

iG, If it thandersin the month of December, moderate and 
fine weather will probably follow. 

17. If it thunders at intervals in the spring time, before 
the trees have acquired leaves, cold weather is still to be ex- 
pected, 

lf the wind does not change, the weather will remain 
the sane. 

ln regard to the general qualities of the seasons and theigs 
influence, attention may be paid to the following sigus: 

If the earth and air abound with insects, worms, fiogs, &c. 
if the walnut-tree has more leaves than fruit: if there are 
large quantities of beans, fruit, and fish; W the spring and 
summer are too damp; Hf hear frost, fogs and dew, come on 
at times when they are not geuerally secu, the year will be 
barren: the opposite sigas anaounce fertility ‘aad abundance. 

Animals seems also to foresce and proguosticate fertility or 
barrenness. It is said, that when the birds flock together, quit 
the woods and islands, and retire to the fields, villages, and 
towns, it is a sign that the year will be barren. 

A great quantity of snow in winter promises a fertile year, 
but abundant raius give reason to apprebend uhat the year will 
be barren. A winter, during which a great deal of rain and 
snow falls, announces a very warm summer. [tis generally be- 
lieved, bat perhaps without fouadation, that thuader aad storms 
in winter prog rnesticate abundance. When the spring is rainy, 
it produces a pleatiful crop of hay and of useless herbs; but 
at the same time a scarcity and dearth of gram. Lf itis warm, 
there will be much fruit; but the fruits will be almost all 
spoiled. If it is cold and dry, there will be little fruit or 
grapes, and silk-worms will not thrive. Lf itis ouly dry, fruit 
will be scarce, but it will be good. La the last piace, if it is 
cold, they will be late in coming to maturity. Lf the spriag 
aud summer-are both damp, or evea both dry, a scarcity of 
provisions is io be apprehended. If the summer is dry, 
diseases will prevail; but they will be more uumerous if ii ts 
warm. If it is moderately cold, the cova will be late, and the 
season will occasion few diseases 

A fine autumn announces a winter, duting which winds will 
predominate: uf itis damp and rainy, ti spails the grapes, l- 
jures he sown fields, and threatens adearth. If it be too cold 
or too Warm, i prod ices Mrany inatacdtes A | mg severly of 
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the seasons, either by winds, draught, dampness, heat, or cold, 
becomes exceedingly destructive to plants and animals. dn 
general there is a compensation for drought between one sea- 
son and another. A damp sping or summer is commonly fol- 
lowed by a fine autumn. [f the winter is rainy, the spring 
will be dry ; ; and if the former be dry, the latter ‘will be damp. 
When the autumn is fine, the spring will be rainy. 


{cflections on the inveterate Use of Brandy among. the 
Finns. 


{Fronv Von Bueh’s Travels in Norway, Lapland, &c.] 


| T is but four English miles and a half from Reppefiord te 
Qualsund: a hospitable and well-contrived place. ‘The re- 
spectable house on the height, the brigs in the water, with a 
large gate at the entrance through g green meadows up to the 
house, the church, and several ee’ houses deeper in the bay, 
form altogether a surprising and agrecable prospect. And 
though there are no trees in the country, there is, however, a 
great deal of variety in the green valley at the side of the 
place, and in the surrounding mountains. Hence we may 
partly reckon Qualsund among the most agreeable districts 
1) Finmark, though it does not equal the noble sitaation of 
Alte n. 

Nhe merchants are here the true pri wes of the country. 
We might divide the land with «as much c ertainty, according 
to the circles of their inflyence, as it is at present divided into 
Prastegieldts. If the clergymen inflnence the minds of the 
mhahit: mnte, in return, their temporal felicity is almost always in 
ihe bends of the merchants. The Finns and Norwe -gians will 
place their all at st ake for the sake of drinking brandy at the 
merchants “till they fall down. They drink much more than 
the value of the Bah which they bring with them, and the debt 
is entered ina book, which they carry back, but the contents 
vl which they news t ‘ompare with their circumstances. The 
debt at Jast exceeds ihe value of their property : they must as- 
sign over to the merchant, if he desire it, theit house, avd the 
whole of their . tile possessions, and they esteem the msclves 
tortunate whea they ire allowed to remain on the spot us far- 
mers.) Hence an intgvitous and avaricious merchant ts a peat 
to the country ; but fortunately there are upon the whole but 

provirice; thongh if many of 
them reseenbled M. Clerke, the active merchant in Qualsynd, 
the «most henpy and beneficiz! consequences might every 
where rese!t) jrom their indiuetie ee; MM. Cierke has put Qaitns 
into several ef the Finnish residences which have fallen into 
his 
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his hands, and this has been attended with the most favourable 
consequences. The industrious Quan soon accomplishes what 
the drunken Finn never could have done; and if this does not 
at last excite the attention of the Sea Finns, they will in ail 
probability be wholly driven from these coasts. On this sub- 


ject E once heard a Finn (in Naeverfiord) complaining with 1a 


degree of national pride not a little comic. Le felt the future 
consequences iof the seulement of the Quans the whole way 
up to Hammerfest, and he complained of the injustice of ne 
restoring to Finns the places obtained from Finns, the indige- 
nous nation. Such a view of the subject may easily be par- 
doned to a Finnish Lapiander, and we may even hear it with 
some degree of pleasure; but in the mouth of a rational Nor 

wegian, it is somewhat the same as lamenting, that in the fr 

states of America, instead of the indigenous, wandering, anc 
scalping Iroquois and Chippiways, many millions of toreign 
husbandmen are living on the produce of the soil, and thi: 
many thousand spots are vow inhabited by emigrants in re 

gions formerly peopled by the wild beasts of the forest and 
the rattle-snake. So long as the Vinns shall be possessed of 
their rage for brandy, nothing can be expected from them that 
has the least tendency to improvement. Lf a Quan therefore 
lives where a Finn formerly lived, the place is occupied by a 
being of a superior character, aud upon the whole mach more 
humanized, We must judge of men from essentials, and not 
from forms. Thatthe mind of a Finn is capable of every 
degree of cultivation, as well as that of the Finlander in Vin- 
land, or the Sclavonic, Russian, or Pole, who would think of 
denying ?. But then this cannot take place ‘till brandy becomes 
a rarity in the country. The merchants themselves acknow- 
ledge that upon an average not less than from twenty-seven to 
thirty rix-dollars is annually consumed by the linn in brandy ; 
this is much more than a whole cask, and also more than half 
of the annual earnings of a Sea-Finn. They do not drink for 
the ‘purpose of lightening the severity of their labour, or for 
the purpose of keeping themselves warm in winter on sea, for 
they very seldom have brandy in the boat with them in their 
voyages. They do not drink to assist in the digestion of their 
meals of fish and fat fish-livers; for they seldom have any 
brandy in their gammes, and neither Norwegian nor Finn 
Crinks it with fish-livers. All is consumed at the merchant's, 
and before his door, and the l’inn would be himself astonished 
if he returned from the merchants without becoming raving 
mad with the liquor, and afterwards lying for several hours 
senseless and dead druuk before the door. The scenes which 
take place when the Finns are assembled on particular ocea- 
sions, such as fairs or court-days, may be easily imaged. 
Particular edicts have been issued for the purpose of prohibit- 
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ing the merchants, under @ heavy penalty from furnishing 
brandy to Finns before the expiing, of the first court-day ; 
but the cases notwithstanding are, very frequent, when Soren- 
scriver and Foged have been obliged to return without doing 
any thiag, aod to fix a new eguri-day, because, although the 
Linos made their appearance, they were lying senseless along 
the ground, like so many cattle. They do not: drink so im- 
wensely with impunity. The brandy at last deprives them of 
their appetite, and they become feeble, powerless, aud worn 
down, and are at last unable to pesform the ‘most necessary 
operations, ‘This is so striking, that eve would imagine it 
would be a warning lesson to them. But they cannot be con- 
vinced. ‘The charms of brandy ase too powerful. With the 
greatest sedf-complacency, ou account of the ananswerable 
nature of their argument, they assert that brandy is equally 
strong and equally nourishing as bread, for like bread it is pre~ 
pered from grain. Thus all the little intellect which the mind 
of a linn may be supposed to possess, every spring of activity, 
and every incentive to improvement, are destroyed and eradi- 
cated. 

Jt is thought, and at first sight it appears n&tural enough, 
that the wretchedness occasioned, by this rage for brandy, and 
by which Finmark is so severely oppressed, would first be di- 
minished, and at last disappear, if all access to this poison was 
eut off from the Finns; and that the surest way to.effect. this 
would necessarily be to prevent the merchants from selling 
brandy to them, or preventing any brandy from beimg carried 
to Finmark. Hence they are, convinced that a great deal of 
the miserable condition of the Finn attaches to the conscience 
of the merchant, and they rail at, and complain of, the immo- 
rality of the distillers of Flensburg, who have the shameless- 
ness to send every year such uocommon quantities of brandy 
into Vintnark. ‘The poor Flensburgers! Very probably they 
may never have entertained a suspicion of the mischiets oc- 
casioned by their exports, and how heavily it lies upon their 
conscience, They probably have not the slighiest knowledge 
of the place where their brandy is carried to, except that it 
goes northwards; for the Nordlands in the Danish states is as 
indefinite an expression as le Nord to the French. If we are 
to carry responsibility so far, and make the Flensburgers ac- 
countable for the damage done by their brandy in the world, 
why not also include the peasant of Schleswick, who sells them 
the rye and wheat of which it is made? Why not the copper- 
smith who manufactures the vat? the seaman who transports 
the cask to the Finns?) How are we to expect from any ma- 
nufacturer that he is to sit down and weigh the good and bad 
consequences with which his manufacture may be attended ? 
Iie who ventures to estimate all the consequences of an action 
not 
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not immoral: in itself, and to condemn of approve it according 
to his own view of the matter, takes a bold and audacious grasp 
of the wheels.of fare, which tione ever yet attempted with im- 
jinnity, but the few powerful minds whose streagth has enabled 
them to ‘take a free, certain, and tnobstructed view of tlie 
movements of the world. A’ matiufacturer. seldom extends 
his views sofar. Limited to the world of the creation of his 
manufacture, the nature, quantity, and market of his produce, 
ire his highest principle. How can it be otherwise? Is the 
preparer of verdigris, arsenic, or opium, to be deterted by the 
consideration of the mischief to which his produce may give 
oceasion? Or is he not warranted in placiag so much confi- 
dence in the prudence and morality of other men, as to sup- 
pose that they will as well as himself avoid the imunediate per- 
nivious influewce of such dangerous articles? The reproaches 
against the merchants for exporting brandy .to. Finmark are 
therefore highly unjust. Can the exporter judge of the quan- 
tity he may safely send without injury to the peopit, where he 
is to stop, and whont it is to injure? Is the nature of the irade 
in general capable of any such: consideration? Tae whole re- 
sponsibility, if it can possibly attach to the seller, must be li- 
mited to the retail dealers in Finmark; for these persons see 
the immediate effects ‘of this destructive beverage, |» There in- 
deed many cases may occar where we canubt justify them. 
That an edict should be necessary to prevent the merehants 
from selling brantly on Sunday to the Finns before divine ser- 
vice is over no doubt does uot reflect any great credit on the 
merchants, but itis what we ought to expect; for why should 
Finmark alone escape the influence of the demon of seif-inte- 
rest? That the traders follow the Finns with brandy almost to 
their very houses, that they should stimulate the people to in- 
toxication, and that they sould contrive and multiply the op- 
poriunities for that purpose, is neither a worthy nor an honour- 
able course of proceeding ; but itis a course which frequently 
takes place. But can we reproach the mérchant for allowing 
free operation to the rage of the Finns for brandy when he 
comes to his shop? Is he who comes only to Finmark fot the 
sake of gain to set up for the moralist' of the Finns? Can he 
determine the quaatity which each may bear without being in- 
jured by it? And is he not to purchase the fish 6r the skins of 
the Fiun, because, perhaps, he may give more brandy for them 
than is sufficient to lay him, if taken at once, Sénstléss on the 
floor! Certainly not: im that case the Finn alone is atcounta- 
ble for the mischief he does to himself, 


(To be coneluded in our next.) 
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Anecdotes of the tate’ William Beckford, Esq. 


[From ’'Stephens’s Memoirs of John Horne Tooke, Esq.] 


HIS gentleman, an alderman, and twice Jord mayor of 


London, was a West Indian, having been born in the is- 
land of Jamaica, where, partly by faheritance, and partly. by 
purchase, he at length acquired am immense. property. ‘Soon 
after his arrival in England, he was sent to Westminster 
school, and appears to have been a contemporary with Lord 
Mansfield, 

Having aspired to the city honours early in life, be lived loug 
enough to obtain the whole of them in succession, and by the 
splendid manner in which his entertainments, while sheriff and 
chief magistrate, were conducted, he conterred no small degree 
of credit on the corporation. Both as lord mayor and repre- 
sentative of the metropolis, he appears to have acquired great 
popularity, by his steady support of the first Mr. Pitt’s admi- 
nistration, as well as by joining in the outcry against subsidizing 
foreigners to fight their own battles, and he continued to se- 
tain the affections of the livery of London during the whole of 
a long life. 

Mr. Horne’s.acquaintance with Mr. Beckford commenced 
at an early period, and they lived for many years in great inti-' 
macy together, idem sentire de republica, being on that, as on 
most similar occasions, a bond of union between two liberal 
and ingenuous minds. ‘The alderman was a man of plain, so- 
lid understanding, but was not accomplisbed ; be, however, 
possessed good sense enough to recur to the readier talents of 
his friend, on ‘several trying occasions. Ele died during his 
second mayoralty, in 1770, at the age of sixty-five, and the 
grateful citizens have erected a statue to his honour, on the 
base of which is inscribed the celebrated reply composed by 
Mr. Horne. 
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A CURIOUS SPECIMEN OF ORTHOGRAPHY. 


Copied from a Sign Post to which it was attached, at a 
Village in Devonshire. 





ger Be sold By aucshan by —-———, on munday the 
2ith Instent housel Goods Consiting larg kitchin ‘Table 
5S Hogheads haf hogheod baril A very good saltin standard A 
larg -brags Kittle Too very good Trindells Dressr and Shilts 
to 
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to good Bemsand skials of Wights Buter wights and Stons 
good saive and snead too haf hundrds Qarter Hundrds 2 141b. 
wights Bricheng Under Harns, for a Neddy Ass 4 Sadis 2 
Hakny too pak sadis gusts 2 pare of Crucks 2 pare Dang 
Potts Whill barr. Gibbes basskts 4 Corne baigs buter barils 
peggs trow Pare stilliers a Good fir loke Pistel Lattin .Ovia 
Batil and widgs A very Good Bottchirs saa and Cléver bak 
Cruk and Heknif bottchirs forme Quanity of Old. ire. The 
proprty of at the aucshan Comence 
punctualiy by 4 a Clok in the after none, and the hole to be 


sold with out reserve for to pay dept. 








Trade of New South lates. 


[From a recent Publication, entitled “* The present Picture of New 
South Wales, by D.D. Mana.) 


Manufactory has been established for coarse woollen 

blanketing or rags, and coarse linen called dragget; « 
linen of a very good quality has also been produced, 
which has beea disposed of to the settiers, and issued 
from the stores to those who labour for the crown. The 
spinning has been done by the female convicts, and the 
weaving, &c. by the male. The leather made from the 
skins of cattle, kangaroo, seal, &c. is extremely good. Se- 
veral potteries have been established, but the most celebrated 
manufacturer of this description, named Skinner, lately 
died. His dishes, plates, basoas, covers, cups and saucers, 
teapots, and chimney ornaments, were in a very superior 
style of workmanship, and other useful articles equally hand- 
soine, 

Tobacco pipes, which some years ago, at the cheapest 
period, cost Gd. each, are now manufactured! in the settle- 
ment, of a very good quality, and are retailed at one penny 
each, 

Salt is made in great abundance from salt water, and 
large salt-pans have bees erected at Rose Bay, whence, and 
ut Neweastle, great quantities are made and sent to Sydney. 
A plan, howe ver, has been proposed to the governor for making 
it'by evaporation, which it was supposed would be carried into 
effect ; it was in agitation, and was nearly brought to perfee- 
lion, when this statement was made. 

Some very palatable beer is brewed in the settlement at 


four extensive breweries ; one at Sydney, one at Kissing 
Point, one at Paramatta, aud the other at Hawkesbury ; and 
anuinber of persons brew their own beer. Eight wiud-mills 


b, 


Y ave 
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have been erected for the purpose of grinding corn; and a 
water-mill which had been erected at Paramatta, has, most 
unfortunately, been destroyed by a flood. 

There are’ four auctioneers, or .vendve-masters, in the 
settlement ; two at Sydney, one at Patamatta, and one at 
Hawkesbury. They -usuully charge five per cent. on sales, 

The shops are particularly respectable, and decorated with 
much taste. Articles of female apparel aod ofnament awe 
greedily purchased ; for the European women im the settle. 
ment spare no expense in ornamenting their persons, and 
in dress seem to vie wiih each other io extravagance.— 
Spirits are also bought ap with estouishing rapidity ; and when 
prohibited will ever be obtained by some means or other ; 
they have been known to sell as hig) as 30s. per bottle; 
the general price by the retailer, however, ig from 10s. to Gs. 
per botile. Most of the people in the colony, male and 
female, give way to excessive drinking. Wines are not so 
eagerly sought after, and are therefore more reasonable 
than might be expected ; but if the rage for luxuries con- 


tinues to increase inthe same proportion ay it has done for. 


the last few years, it must soon ob:ain an enlianced price, and 
a more rapid sale. The evils corsequent ypon the unre- 
strained use of these articles aré suct: as to justify the most 
poiguent regret that they should be held in such estimation 
by all descriptions of persons, since they have proved, 
from their first introduction into the colony, and still con- 
tinue to be, the fertile sources of social disorder, of do- 
mestic misery, of disease, and of death. It is to no pur- 
pose that the higher orders set examples of sobriety and 
temperance; it is of no avail that the governor uses every 
prudent exertion to restrain the immeoderate traffic in these 
pernicious liquors; threats, igtreaties, and punishments, 
are equally useless; and while spirits are to be procured, 
ihe inhabitants will possess them at the price of every comfort 
in life. 

There are 9556 inhabitants in the settlement, out of which 
number upwards of GOUO support themselves, and the rest are 
victualled and clothed at the expense of the crown. Most 
men of a trade or profession pursue their calling, and labourers 
ure either employed by the settlers to cultivate their lands, and 
in various occupations, or work in different gangs where they 
can be serviceable. 
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REFLECTION. 


} THEN conscience is off its guard, hyman beings frequently 
run inte great and isretrieyable follies. 


6 DUTCH 
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DUTCH.METHOD OF SALTING HERRINGS. 


\ J HEN fresh caught, all the contents of the beily ate to be 

removed, except the roes, and stowed away in barrels, 
stowing them away head to _ tail, strewing over them with salt 
layer by layer, and then closing the barrels; if fine salt is 
used they must be left for a fortnight, if coarse, three weeks 
or a month, ‘till sufficiently impregnated; they are then 
emptied on Jarge tables provided with ledges, so that the brine 
may run off, and the liquor put into an iron pot, to be boiled 
and skimmed, and left vill cold. The roes of thirty herrings to 
each barrel are then beat down in a marble mortar to a fine 
soapy matter, with alittle of the brine added by degrees, and 
mixed with the brine that has been boiled, the first being re- 
placed in the barrels, closely packed as before, and pressed 
strongly down in the barrel, the head is to be put in, and the 
cold liquor used to keep the barrel full, when it way be 
bunged ; none but good casks to be used, as the air, if ad- 
mitted, will] soon spoil them. 


AMERICAN THEATRICALS. 
[From Mr. Dunlop’s Memoirs of Cooke, the celebrated Actor.] 


FTER breakfast, on the morning of Saturday, walking 
past the theatre, L witnessed one of the scenes which daily 

took place in consequence of the attractions of the great actor. 
A throng of servants, porters, &c. surrounded and pressed 
upon the door; those nearest the box-office anxiously en- 
deavouring to maintain the advantage their patience and 
perseverance had gained, and those behind sturdily pushing 
to gain the same enviable situation. At this moment a 
brawney fellow elbowed bis way from the crowd, and issued 
with a triumphant air, his face flushed, and his clothes disorder- 
ed. An acquaintance met him with, 

“ Well, Charley! did you get one ?” 

** And to be sure I did.” 

What box, Charley ?” 

“ My old box, No. 8. Don’t I get it aitch time *” 
* And were you up all night again ?” 
To be ‘sure L was. Don’t you see my night-cap?” and 
Charley, with an air of exultation, took a handkerchief 
from about his brows, saying, as he went off, “ Don’t 
[ get ten dollars, you tief, aud my lodging found me for 
nething ?” sl 


“ 
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Such was the eagerness to get seats, that these sturdy 
blackguards were paid from six to ten dollars for securing a 
box ; and to make sure of the prize, the stone steps in front of 
the theatre were occupied all night, that the place nearest the 
door might be secured in readiness for its opening at ten 
o’clock the next day. 

This was cartied so far, that I have seen men sitting at 
the theatre coor, eating their dinner, who had taken their post 
on Sunday morning, with a determination of remaining there 
all day on Sunday, and all Sanday night, to be ready for the 
opening of the door on Mofhday morning. 


BREAD ASSIZE. 
6 following is an abstract of the new act of parliament 
for regulating the returns of ali persons who sell wheat 
and wheaten flour. Millers, bakers, and dealers, are patticu- 
Jarly interested in the regulations, as they are subject to penal. 
ties for non compliance with them ; as also those to whont 
the exeeution of the aet is confided. 

The mayor of the borough, and two or more justices of 
the county, within their respective jurisdictions, where it 
shall be deemed expedient to regulate the price of assize of 
bread, are authonzed to appoint a fit and proper person 
(not being a corn-factor, miller, baker, &c.) to receive weekly 
returns of the prices and quantities of wheat and wheat flour 
bought or sold, to be called “ Receiver of Assize Returns.” 
Act provides for’ sach returns; also for obtaining returns 
where no sufficient market ts held; for returns being made 
on declarations, under a forfeiture; for receiver of assize 
returns to make upa general return ; for setting the assize ; 
assize to be in force not exceeding seven days in the boroughs, 
and not exceeding fourteen days in any hundred or division 
of the county. There are provisions for punishing persons 
refusing, or making false returns, and for ascertaining correct- 
ness of returns. The act appears to contain provisions neces- 
sary for giving full and due effect to the measure ; comprehev- 
sive and plain tables are also subjoined, for regulating the price 
aad assize. 








Answer, by B. O'Brien, of Uplyme, to B. Andrews’s Question, 
inserted July 19. 


‘oo nuwbers are 3, 5, and 6, the sum of which is 14, the 
product 90, and the sum of their squares 70. 
te C. Cox, of Charmouth, and P. Ninnis, of Tavistock, 
have sent similar answers. | POETRY, 
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An intercepted Letter from Buonaparte to his Wife. 


* H me! what a story I now must impart, 
I’m weary of battle, and sick at my heart. 

That curs’d Bernadotte, who so lately was made 
The crown prince of Sweden, with mighty parade, 
A man who | thought was submissive and truce, 
( Aye, obedient and kind, my dear emp, ess, as you) 
Has a traitor to France and Napoleon become, 
And driven bim back, like a fugitive, home. 


Your dad, too, has play’d me a rascally trick ; 
Bavarians, vile scoundrels; have given me a kick 5 
Wertemburghers and Saxons, an infamwus race, 

Have fled from my standard, and fir’d in my faces 

But vengeance is mine: this they shortly should know, 
Could I find but the troops that T lost at Moscow. 
Oh! curse on that climate, so frightful and drear, 
When I think on its horrors I tremble with fear. 
Those clouds of Cossacks, too, whose horses I see, 
Can drink the fix’d flood, and eat bark from the tree, 
Lie down in the snow, and sleep quiet and sound, 
When my Frenchmen, soft rascals, were froze to the ground. 
But alas, my dear empress, let something be done, 

Or my glory is set, and my hour-gilass is run ; 

Oh! to hide my disasters adopt a few lies, 

And keep the dire truth in a gentle disguise ; 
Go,—make all my losses as conquests appear— 

Say a bridge was blown up by a tvol in my rear, 

W hen twelve thousand, or more, who cannot be found, 
Were thus left behind, or unluckily drowa’d ; 

‘That when my good people shall see me arrive, 

‘They may know why so few of my troops are alive, 


Oh! go to the senate ; there make an address, 
And for conscripts again with fair eloquence press. 
Say, you know what your emperor’s feelings will be, 
If that throne should be tarpished he mounted for thee. 
Ah! what changes are these! no more conquests remain; 
Curse-—curse on that marshal of England in Spain! 
He taught all the nations of cowards to rise ; 
He stirr’d up the rebels, and open’d their eyes; 
He rous’d the wild Tartars to snatch from my head 
The laurels I gain’d, and the terrors I spread. 


Yet I thought our affairs were once coming round 
When at Dresden some thousands lay dead on the ground ; 
When the finger of providence, pointing below, 
Carried off by a shot that arch-rebel Moreau. 
But I vow that af all the Te Deum’s you sing 
Should fail to gain battles, and victory bring, 
I'll hang that old Pope; ev’ry priest shall be slain, 
And I'll kick down religion, A humbug, again ; 
Ny rage and my passion all France shall destroy ; 
1°}) first murder you, and then murder your boy. 
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Then hasten I say—tip the senate your cant, 
Or your head shall be chopp’d, like the head of your aunts ———~ 


Erfurt, October 24, 1813. 


’ 





————— 


LAND, THE ANCHOR AND HOPE OF THE WORLD. 


ee 


BY J. W. LAKE, 


NDAUNTED in peril, and foremost in danger, 
Ever ready the rights of mankind to defend, 
The guard of the weak, and support of the stranger, 
To oppression a foe, and to freedom a friend ; 
Amid the rude scenes of dismay and commotion, 
Since anarchy first her red banner unfurl‘d, 
Still firm as her own native rock in the ocean, 
Stood England, the anchor and hope of the worlds 


from that snore where our Sidney with spirit defeated 
The Corsican ghief who at Acre assail’d ; 

From that sotl whence the foe has inglorious retreated, 
Where freedom has flourish’d, and tyranny fail’d ; 
From the banks of the Rhine, with exulting emotion, 
Where liberty’s hand retribution has hurl’d, 

We turn to our own native rock in the ocean, 
‘To England, the anchor and hope of the world. 


Sweetest spot on the earth! where true honour combining, 
With justice and truth, gives a strength to the whole, 
Where the rosebud of beauty, with valour entwining, 
EF xalteth the heart, and enlargeth the eoul ; 
Land of my birth! yet shall peace be thy portion, 
And thy white sails in commerce again be unfurl *d; 
And siill shalt thou stand, lovely rock, in the ocean, 
The anchor of Europe, the hope of the world. 





ON THE STYLE OF DR. JOHNSON. 
BY DR. WOLCOT. 


Own I like not Johnson’s turgid style, 
Who gives an inch the importance of a mile; ; 
Uprears the club of Hercules; for what? 
To crush a butterfly, or brain 4 gnat; 
Creates a whirlwind from the earth to draw 
A goose’s feather, or exalt a straw; 
Set wheels on wheels in motion, such a clatter, 

To force up one poor nippeikin of water ; 
Bids ocean labour with tremendous rear, 
To heave a cockle shell upon the shore 5 
The same on every theme his pompous art, 
Heaven’s awful thunder, or a rumbling cart! 


October Sy 1853. 
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hREQUENT DEFEATS OF THE FRENCH ARMY. 


. i !E toast of each Briton, in war's dire alarms, 
ttle os bewl ts* Success to our arms; 
mutt x! yd soun forc’d from each trench, 


> Fi cach, 


—> 
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